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Levison, Stanley  266 
Lewis, David Levering  xxxv, 179-80, 247-48,  
     260-62, 265-66, 267; defining field  218-19,  
     244, 277-78 
Lewis, R.W.B.  12, 16, 21, 28-29, 33, 46; Edith  
     Wharton  25 
liberal arts  66 
Lichtenberg, Joseph  128-29 
life sciences  xlix  
life shape  xv, xlix, 104-5, 118-19, 121-28, 144- 
     47, 268-69, 300 nn. 25, 27 
life-writing  xiv-xviii, xxix, xxxi, 75 
Lincoln, Abraham  30, 254 
literary biography  xx-xxi, xxxii-xxxiii, 14-15,  
     36-37, 47, 93, 146-47, 222-25, 232-38;  
     appeal of  xlv-xlviii, 55, 123, 212-13;  
     methods of   74-75, 212-16, 228 
literary criticism  xxi, xl, xlvi, 182, 212-13, 215- 
     16; methods of used in biography  14, 53; 
     within biography  xxxiv, 4-5, 226-27, 236- 
     37, 246-48 
literary kind, see Colie, Rosalie 
literary marketplace  40, 43-47, 152-53; pre- 
     twentieth-century  82-83 
Locke, John  98 
Lockhart, John Gibson  223 
Long, Huey  38, 268; and see Williams, T. Harry 
Long, Russell  38 
Looser, Devoney  xxvii 
Lowell, Robert  93, 141, 185 
Lukács, Georg  20 
Lurie, Alison  274 
Luther, Martin  57-58, 126, 179 
Lytton, Edward  60 
 
Macaulay, Catharine  xxvii 
Macauley, Thomas Babington  22 
McCarthy, Mary  125, 130, 157-58, 161-62,  
     173-75, 183-84, 268 
McCartney, Paul  201 
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McCullough, David  25-26, 27, 32, 54, 83, 211;  
     Mornings on Horseback  5-8, 32, 54; Truman   
     26, 29, 83 
MacDowell, Paula, Women of Grub Street  281 
Mack, John E.  140, 145 
Mack, Maynard  40 
McKay, Claude   11 
McKay, Nellie  240-41 
McKeon, Michael  19 
Macready, William  200-201 
Maddox, Brenda  24, 31, 175, 206-8, 230-31 
Malcolm X  200, 258-59; see also Autobiography  
     of Malcolm X 
Mangcu, Xolela  xiii 
manic depression  63, 141 
Mann, Thomas  187 
Mann, William J.  xii 
Mansfield, Katherine  87, 101, 154 
Mariani, Paul  xliii, xliv, 15, 40, 49, 185 
Marlborough, first earl and first duke, Charles  
     Churchill  54-55 
marriage, as subject  54, 168-69, 172-73, 182- 
     83, 186, 192-93, 206-8 
Marsh, Margaret  205 
Martin, Jay  101, 146 
Martin, Peter  xx  
Marvell, Andrew  108 
Marx, Karl  248 
Massie, Robert  xxii, 3-4, 8-9, 103-4 
mathematics  12-13, 18, 59-69, 196-97, 275 
Maurois, André  278 
McPhee, John  xvi, xxiv 
Mehew, Ernest  72-74 
memory  87, 106, 115, 210-11 
meta-biography  143 
Metaxas, Eric  xxii 
metonymy 8-9 
Meacham, Jon  xxiii 
Meyers, Jeffrey  77, 80, 85-88, 154, 178, 275-76  
Middlebrook, Diane Wood  41, 46, 91-95, 141,  
     281, 292 n. 39, 296 n.35; on biography   
     185, 193-94  
Miles, Jack  197-200, 216-17  
Milford, Nancy, Zelda  xxvi, xli, 152, 192-93 
Miller, Arthur, Death of a Salesman  18, 19, 290  
     nn. 14, 15  
Miller, Dorie  254 
Miller, Henry  101 
Miller, James (eighteenth century)  220 
Miller, James (twentieth century)  29 
Miller, Nancy K.  xiv 
Millon, Theodore  139 
Mills, Kay  58-59 
Milne, A.A.   112; and see Thwaite, Ann 
Milton, John  47-48 
 
 

Minnich, Elizabeth  157 
Mitchell, Lucy Sprague  160 
Mitford, Mary Russell  172 
Modern Language Association of America  xli  
Moers, Ellen  180 
Moi, Toril  41, 50-51, 56; Simone de Beauvoir    
     xxvi  
Monk, Ray xxxiv, xxxv, 100, 286 n. 16 
Monroe, Marilyn  xxviii-xxx, 179; see also  
     Banner, Lois W. 
Montagu, Elizabeth  56 
Montagu, Lady Mary Wortley  36, 42 
Montgomery, Bernard  200 
Montgomery, M.R.  89  
Moraitis, George  138 
Morison, Samuel Eliot  25, 27, 38  
Morris, Edmund  5-10, 30, 117 
Morris, Marc  xxii 
Morrison, Toni  116, 119-20, 242, 253 
motherhood, as subject  50-52, 94, 130, 174- 
     78, 182 
Motherwell, Robert  103 
Motion, Andrew  218-20, 224 
motive  xxi, xxii, xxxvi, xlvi, 15, 111, 129, 144- 
     45, 251-52; assignment of  82, 113-18, 221,  
     226 
myths, use of  130-31, 145, 152, 182, 204, 257- 
     58; popular  74, 109-11, 124-26 
 
Nabokov, Véra  xxxi, 53-54, 205 
Nabokov, Vladimir  xviii, 52-54, 207 
Nadel, Ira  xxxiv, xl, 226-27 
narrative  14-15, 127, 141-42, 146-47, 197-200,  
     231-33, 280; as mode of understanding  14,  
     21, 41-42, 277-78; persuasive power  99,  
     278-79 
National Book Award  xlv, 6-7, 24-33, 36, 44;  
     and see prizes 
national self-image  10-11, 70, 123-24, 139-40,  
     199-200 
nature vs. nurture  119 
Neale, John  85 
Nelson, Horatio  54-55, 176 
nest and adventure   116, 119-20, 128; and see  
     Morrison, Toni 
Neve, Michael  110-11 
New Journalism  279-80 
Newman, Richard  263 
Newton, Isaac  59-61, 66, 68, 83, 108 
Newton, Mary  105, 154 
Nicholl, Charles  xxv 
Nicolson, Harold  17, 21, 88, 154-55, 187, 223,  
     227, 275 
Nicolson, Nigel  32-33, 41, 154-57, 160-63,  
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Nietzche, Friedrich Wilhelm  130 
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Noonan, John T.  48 
North, Francis  96 
novel, similarities to biography  18-21, 194-96,  
     209, 219-20, 229, 230-32; popular novels   
     125-26, 229; nonfiction novel  279-80;  
     nineteenth-century  21, 125-26, 230-31,  
     280; theoretically  151-52, 275-76 
 
O’Brien, Conor Cruise  xviii-xix 
Oates, Stephen  xl, 275 
Obama, Barack  xxiii 
Olney, James  xv, xvii, xviii, xxi 
Onassis, Jacqueline Kennedy  xl, 181, 199 
Oppenheimer, J. Robert  61 
Orgel, Stephen  xxv 
Origo, Iris  102 
Ozick, Cynthia  86 
 
papers, ownership of  xlii-xliii, 63, 92-93 
parents  112-13 
Paris, Barry  274 
Parks, Rosa  13, 256 
patriarchy  94, 153 
Paulson, Ronald  84 
Peel, Robert  200-201 
Pepys, Samuel  158 
Perkins, Max  39 
person: "core"  xliii, 11, 109-11, 113, 144-45,  
     165-66; essential  110-12, 165-66, 230, 276- 
     77 
personality, Big Five descriptive model  136- 
     37, 302 n. 58; clinical domains of  139-40;   
     defined  110, 120, 277; disorders  140-41;  
     see also trait; syndromes 
Peter, the Great, Czar of Russia  xxii, 3-4, 103- 
     4, 199 
Peters, Catherine  276 
Pippin, Horace  259-60 
place, importance of  6-7, 65, 84-87, 211, 245- 
     46, 279-81; collecting evidence about  84- 
     86, 201-203, 222; given thematic weight  8- 
     9, 65, 112-13, 163-65, 235-36 
Plath, Sylvia  xliii, 92-95, 107-108, 109, 162,  
     297 n. 37 
Plutarch  xix; Lives of the Noble Grecians and  
     Romans  151, 179 
Poincaré, Henri  67 
Politt, Katha  92 
Pope, Alexander  xlii, 40, 151 
Porter, Katherine Anne  106, 191 
Porter, Roy  238 
Pound, Ezra  80 
Powell, Adam Clayton  245 
 
 

Powell, Colin  54-55 
Poynton, Priscilla  xiv 
Pringle, Henry  3, 5-8, 16, 117-18 
prizes, for biography  xlv-xlvi, xlviii, 5-6, 23- 
     26, 36, 44-5, 108, 234  
psychoanalytic biography  135-36, 141-44 
psychobiography  135, 145-47 
Pulitzer Prize  xxxi, xli, xlv, 5-6, 23-33, 41, 44,  
     54, 93, 132, 197; and see prizes 
Pushkin, Aleksander  53 
 
Quilligan, Maureen  169, 190-91 
 
race  123, 153, 179-80, 240, 241-45, 249-51 
racism, U.S., examples of  242-44, 249-51, 252- 
     54, 256, 259-61, 266-68 
Raleigh, Sir Walter  131 
Ramanujan, Srinivasa  41, 61, 65 
Rampersad, Arnold  xlviii, 41, 218-19, 264-65,  
     281; as biographer  243, 245-47; on  
     biography  249, 264 
Randolph, Philip  256 
readers, of biography  xi, xxxii, xxxix-xl, xlix-l,  
     3-5, 12, 101, 117-18, 282-84; demands  xxi,  
     xxx-xxxii, 109, 111-12, 122-23, 168-70, 196- 
     97, 283; desires  15, 50-51, 118-19, 122-23,  
     138, 273-74; expectations  xi-xiv, xix-xx, 20,  
     109-10, 122-23, 176-78, 274, 277, 279;  
     relationship to material  xix, xxx-xxxii, xlv,  
     20; resistances  52, 65, 94, 106, 195-96, 256- 
     58 
Recognizing Biography  19 
record offices, process for working in them   
     77-82 
Reich, Robert  171-72 
Reid, B.L.  132  
Reid, Constance  12-13, 66-69, 178 
religion  42, 57-58, 123, 228 
reviewers  xxviii, xxx, xxxii, xli-xlii, 109-10,  
     125-26, 195-97, 211-12; as hyper-readers  
     85-86, 99, 281-82; and see biography,  
     reviewing 
Reynolds, Joshua  54 
Rich, Adrienne  171 
Richard the Lion Hearted  199 
Richards, Laura Howe  4 ; Julia Ward Howe  23 
Richardson, Tony  xl 
Rinehart, Mary Roberts  16 
Robinson, Abraham  63-66, 158 
Rochefoucauld, François de Marsillac, Duc de  
     la  85 
Rodin, August  173-74, 183 
Roethke, Theodore  141, 186 
Roosevelt, Alice  5-8 
Roosevelt, Eleanor  xxiv, xxvi, 158-59, 170-71,  
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     251-52, 268; contrasting representations of   
     181-83, 186-89; and women  162, 166, 189,  
     266 
Roosevelt, Franklin  30, 55, 140, 158-59, 161,  
     168-70, 182-83, 186 
Roosevelt, Theodore  xii, xxiii, 3, 5-10, 16, 26,  
     27, 116-18, 125, 312 n. 65; and race  255,  
     267, 268 
Rose, Kenneth  24, 26 
Rose, Phyllis  49, 170, 273 
Rosengarten, Theodore  58 
Rothko, Mark  48-49, 103 
Rothstein, Edward  xii, xxi, xxvi 
Rousseau, Jean-Jacques  xv-xvi 
Rowe, Elizabeth  xiv 
Rowley, Hazel  47 
Runcie, Robert  279 
Russell, Bertrand  67, 100 
Ryan, Alan  100 
 
Sacks, Oliver  147 
Sackville-West, Vita  88, 154-55, 163-64, 186- 
     87, 229, 232-33, 234 
Sage, Margaret Olivia, Mrs. Russell  166 
Salinger, J.D.  93 
Salwak, Dale  229 
Sand, George  56-57, 180 
Sanders, Charles  228 
Sanger, Margaret  124, 145, 176-80; and see  
     Kennedy, David 
Sartre, Jean-Paul  xxxiv, 23, 37, 50, 135 
Saul, Nigel  283 
Saunders, Max  xvi-xviii, xxxv 
Savage, Richard  xxi, xxviii, xlix-l, 192, 220-21;  
     see also Johnson, Samuel, Life of Savage 
Sayers, Dorothy  42 
Scammell, Michael  186-87 
Schiff, Stacy  xxxi 
Schwartz, Delmore  141, 161 
Seale, Bobby  259 
Seaman, Donna  xxx 
Sennet, Richard  97-98 
Sewall, Richard  28, 45, 58, 179, 276-77 
Sexton, Anne  91-95, 107-8, 109, 141, 246, 296  
     n. 35 
Sexton, Linda  91, 93 
Shakespeare, William  xxiv-xxv, xxviii, 227-28,  
     237; Hamlet  18, 216-17 
Shapiro, Barbara  96-97 
Shaw, George Bernard  222, 225, 229-30; and  
     see Holroyd, Michael 
Shelley, Percy Bysshe  55-6, 203-4, 222, 234-35 
Sherwood, Frances  204-5, 216; Vindication   
     204-5 
 
 

Siddons, Sarah  54, 87 
Significant Others  206 
Silverman, Kenneth  xlix, 35, 46, 72 
Sisman, Adam  xx-xxi, xxv, xxviii 
Skidelsky, Robert  xlviii 
Sklar, Kathryn  190 
Smith, Gaddis  11 
Smith, John E.  160 
Smollett, Tobias  232  
society, as text  121-22 
Solzhenitsyn, Alexander  186-87 
Solzhenitsyn, Natasha   186-87 
Spencer, Herbert  248 
Spirit of Biography, see Meyers, Jeffrey   
Spurling, Hilary  220, 233 
Staël, Germaine Necker, Mme de  27, 56-57 
Stalin, Joseph  199-200 
Stallworthy, Jon  227 
Stanley, Liz  187-88 
Stannard, Martin  21 
Stead, Christina  47 
Steele, Danielle  46 
Steele, Richard  xxvii, 91 
Stein, Gertrude  xvii, 162 
Steinbeck, John  213-16 
Steinum, Gloria  160 
Stevenson, Anne  92 
Stevenson, Robert Louis  222 
Stone, Irving  46 
Stoppard, Tom  xxxi 
stories, cultural  46, 140, 242-43; favorite  57- 
     59, 107-9, 121-23, 124-27, 232; stakes in   
     94-95, 137-38, 277-80; as ways of knowing   
     41-42 
Storr, Anthony  141 
Stowe, Harriet Beecher  30-32, 112, 127-28,  
     160-61, 179-82, 215-16, 305 n. 33; and her  
     siblings  205-6, 305 n. 33; and see Hedrick,  
     Joan; Wilson, Robert Forrest  
Strachey, Lytton  xiv, xxxiv, xxxvi, 3, 17, 21- 
     22, 212; as groundbreaking biographer   
     xvii, 151-52, 192, 227; as subject  219-25,  
     227-31, 232-33, 238-39; Eminent Victorians   
     151-52, 223; Queen Victoria  xxxiv, 22, 223- 
     24; and see Holroyd, Michael 
Strickland, Geoffrey  72-74 
Strouse, Jean  24, 28, 162, 191-92 
Stukeley, William  68 
Sturken, Marita  269 
Super, R.H.  36 
Swift, Jonathan  134-35, 137-38, 218 
Swinburne, Algernon Charles  154-55 
syndromes  138-39 
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Taibo, Paco  279-80 
Tanner, Stephen  214-15 
Tanner, Tony  xlvii 
Tennenhouse, Leonard  19 
Tennyson, Alfred, Lord  154-55 
Thatcher, Margaret  277 
thick description  57-58, 82-83, 262 
Thomas, Donald  186 
Thoreau, Henry David  37 
Thumb, Tom  202 
Thurman, Judith  24, 33, 67, 113-14, 140-41,  
     152, 171-2 
Thwaite, Ann  xiii, 24, 27, 39-40, 86, 112 
Till, Emmett  263 
Tomalin, Claire  42-43, 276 
Toomer, Jean  240-42, 263 
trait  120, 127, 136-37 
Truman, Harry  46, 83, 85, 158, 211; and see  
     McCullough, David 
Trzebinski, Errol  138 
Turbin, Carole, Working Women of Collar City   
     206 
 
Uglow, Jenny  138, 181-82 
Ulrich, Laurel Thatcher  xiv, xv, 24, 25, 58-59,  
     183 
underclass  19-20, 210-11 
Unequal Colleagues, Penina Glazer and Miriam  
     Slater  206 
Updike, John  xxi, 224 
 
Vaught, Bonny  49 
Victoria, Queen  22, 26, 218, 223, 224-25 
Victorians  22, 40, 224-25 
Vico, Giambattista  xv-xvi, xviii 
voice  xiii, xlviii-xlix, 3-34, 43-44; biographer's  
     audible  xlviii-xlix, 3-5, 16-17, 40, 51, 188- 
     90, 307-8 n. 12; (decision to be  106-7, 141- 
     43, 233, 262, 263-64); hearing subject's  84;  
     magisterial  21-23, 26-27, 34, 108, 226, 283;    
     need for consistent  12-14, 16-17, 141-44;  
     subject speaks for self  xix, 16-17, 100, 106- 
     7, 141 
Vorse, Mary Heaton  160, 174  
 
Wagner-Martin, Linda  92-93, 152, 162, 183,  
     205-6, 297 n. 37 
Waid, Candace  213, 215 
Wain, John  43 
Walker, Alice  218 
Walton, Izaak  151 
Walton, Sam  xl 
Wandor, Michelene  168 
Ward, Aileen  24, 234-38 
Ware, Susan  xxvi, xxvii, xxxii, 185-86 
 
 

Washington, Booker T.  xxxv, 244, 250-52,  
     255, 256-59, 266-68 
Washington, George  xxiii-xxiv, 176, 197, 200,  
     251 
Weil, Simone  56-57 
Weimer, Joan  49 
Wellington, Arthur Wellesley, Duke of  200- 
     201 
Wells, Ida B.  256 
Welsh, Alexander  99 
Wendorf, Richard, Sir Joshua Reynolds  xlvi, 54,  
     281 
Wesley, Charles  57  
Wesley, Susannah  181 
Westbrook, Harriet  203-5 
Westfall, Richard  61, 68, 83, 107-8 
Wexler, Alice  184  
Wharton, Edith  12, 25, 28-29, 112, 193, 213,  
     and see Benstock, Shari; Lewis, R.W.B. 
Whitbread Prize  xlv, 23-33, 206, 219; and see  
     prizes 
White, Gilbert  xl 
White, Hayden  xvii, xxxv, xxxvi, 99, 159 
White, Ralph  134 
Whitman, Walt  20-21 
Whittemore, Reed  127 
Wilde, Oscar  xxxi, xlii, 220-22, 227 
Wilkes, John  199-200 
Wilkins, Roy  246, 256 
Willcox, William  54 
William the Conqueror   57 
Williams, T. Harry  38-39 
Wilson, Edmund  34, 85, 125, 174-75, 184 
Wilson, Robert Forrest  31-32, 113, 127-28,  
     179 
Wilson, Woodrow  130 
Winn, James  xliv, 40 
Winslow, Ola  23, 112, 160 
Wolfe, Linnie Marsh  23, 41 
Wolfe, Tom  196, 279-80 
Wollstonecraft, Mary  xxvii, 204-5 
women, intelligent  40-42, 56-57, 115, 156-58,  
     206-7; and clothing  94, 124; emblematic   
     33-34, 50-51, 56-67 
women's culture  112-13, 152-54 
Wood, Michael  xxviii 
Woolf, Cynthia Griffin  75 
Woolf, Leonard  17, 21 
Woolf, Virginia  xvii, 5, 56-57, 152, 155, 174,  
     196, 219-20; on biography  xxvii, xxxvi, 16,  
     17, 21-22, 35, 72, 90-92, 102-3; writings  
     about  xxxiv, 49, 170; Flush 22, 210-12;  
     Orlando  xvii, xxxv, 22, 276; Roger Fry: A  
     Biography  21-22, 72, 90, 91, 212; Room of  
     One’s Own  5, 22 
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Wordsworth, William  xvii, 200-201, 213, 235 
Worthen, John  110, 231, 310 n. 29 
Wright, Richard  xvi, 134, 242, 268 
Writing a Woman’s Life, see Heilbrun, Carolyn   
 
Yeats, George Hyde-Lees (Mrs. William  
     Butler)  37 
Young, Charles  255, 256 
Young-Bruehl, Elisabeth  xli, 40-41, 72, 157,  
     196 
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